


» Develop the ability to read and understand the 
language of medicine. 

» Ability to spell medical terms. 

» Form the foundation for diagnostic terms and 
related operative and symptomatic terms. 

» Anatomical overview by body system 

» Related diagnostic tests by body system 





» It can hide what the practitioners are 
saying about things. 

» To prevent undue patient anxiety 
when doctors are discussing 
something in front of the patient. 

 
 



» A vocabulary for accurately describing the 
human body and associated components, 
conditions, and processes in a science-
based manner. 

» Need to have a common language with 
standard words and phrases to describe 
medical conditions. 





» Majority of medical terms are from Greek and 
Latin ancestry. 

» Food 

ιCocci = grapes 

ιStaphyle = cluster 

» Animals 

ιCrab = carcinoma 

ιCrab = cancer 

ιLupus = wolf 

ιMusculus = little mouse 

 



» Tools 
ι Incus, malleus, anvil  

» Music 
ι Salpinx ς trumpet 

ι Tympanum - drum 

» War 
ι Xiphoid = sword 

ι Thyroid = shield 

ι Thorax = breastplate 



»Prefixes 

»Root words 

»Suffixes 
 



»Hyper- 

»Hypo- 

»Peri- 
 



»Hyper- above, excessive, 
   beyond 

»Hypo-  

»Peri-   
 



»Hyper- above, excessive, 
   beyond 

»Hypo- below, beneath, 
   deficient 

»Peri-   



»Hyper- above, excessive, 
   beyond 

»Hypo- below, beneath, 
   deficient 

»Peri-  around, about 
 



»Retro- 

»Super, supra 
 



»Retro- BACKWARD 

»Super, supra  



»Retro- BACKWARD 

»Super, supra ς ABOVE 

 
 



»A, An- 

»Dys- 

»Endo- 
 

 



»A, An- Without, not 

»Dys ς    

»Endo ς   

 



»A, An- Without, not 

»Dys ς   difficult, painful, 
   bad 

»Endo ς   

 



»A, An- Without, not 

»Dys ς   difficult, painful, 
   bad 

»Endo ς  within 

 



»-emia 

»-ectasis 



»-emia  BLOOD 

»-ectasis  
 




